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Rodeo Sunday is February 19 
 
   Attention cowgirls and cowboys: get out your hats, 
boots and gear to come Rodeo with us. Everyone 
likes country and western music, and weôll sing some 
good tunes. Itôll be a fun service as we make a joyful 
noise to the Lord with a country twang. After the ser-
vice the kids can enjoy rodeo games ï including 
rides on real horses. Will Pastor Jeff go for a ride and 
can he mount a horse unassisted?  
   And the chuck wagon will be open after the ser-
vice. Itôs going to be so much fun you really should 
invite a friend or neighbor to come with you. Tell 
them theyôll really enjoy church on Rodeo Sunday. 
 

Lent begins February 22 
Ash Wednesday 
Solemn Service 
7:15 pm 

Penitential Prayers, Imposition 
of Ashes, Holy Communion 

 
Wednesdays in Lent 

Beginning on February 29 
6:30 pm ï Lenten Supper 
7:15 pm ï Evening Service 
8:00 pmð Chime Rehearsal 

 
Lenten Theme: 40 Days in Godôs Word 

 
    During the 40 days of Lent ï on Sundays, at both 
mid-week services and in classes ï weôll learn to 
love the Word of God, learn the Word and live out 
the Word.  The goal is to really get into the Bible 
verses so we can use it to grow in both our faith and 
our understanding. 
    First, weôre going to look at the Foundation of the 
Bible.  What is the purpose of the Bible?  Weôre go-

ing to get you to see the big picture of the Scriptures.  
What is the overarching theme and what are the pur-
poses of the Bible?   
   Second, Illumination: how does God illuminate my 
mind so that I can see what he wants me to see in 
the Bible?  Sometimes you read a Scripture and you 
can read it over and over several times and it doesnôt 
seem to hit you.  Then one day you read it and sud-
denly go Boom!  Iôve never seen that before.  What 
happened?   What happened is that the Holy Spirit 
just illuminated your mind. 
   Third, we study Interpretation: how do I really 
know what this verse means. There are correct ways 
to interpret the Bible and there are some very incor-
rect ways.  When you interpret it correctly you get 
what God says. You have to understand principles of 
interpretation. 
   Then well move to Integration: how do I put the 
Bible into every area of my life?  How do I use the 
Bible at work?  -- in my home?  And how do I inte-
grate it into my family life?   
   Finally, Application: how to use the Bible in some 
specific ways.  Like how to use the Bible to make 
good decisions.  How do you use the Bible to over-
come temptation?  How do you use the Bible to 
counsel or offer advice to a friend?  How do you find 
comfort for yourself? 
 

New 2012 Church Council 
 

   At our December congregational meeting, we 
elected council members for the new year. 
 
President:  John Schwab  
Vice President:  Jerry McCarty  
Secretary:  Mark Laneman  
Treasurer:  Ellen Nystrom  
Education & Youth:  Carrie Buckingham  
Evangelism:  Bob Schoonover  
Fellowship:  Judy Schroeder  
Stewardship:  Kim Brei  
Property:   Bill Craig  
Worship & Music:  John Craig  
 
   We thank retiring council members Bernie 
Schurade and Carol Reeves for their service. 
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LCR Annual Church Meeting 
 
   Our 2012 Theme from the Annual meeting: 
 

ñRebuild, Renew, Rejoiceò 
Renewing our Commitment to Mission 

 
   In the gospel readings in January, we started fol-
lowing Jesus from the very beginning, after His 
baptism in the Jordan by John the Baptist. In a cou-
ple of days after that, Jesus had gathered His first 
five disciples. But only one, Philip, was directly 
called by Jesus. Two were sent to Jesus by their 
coworker, John the Baptist. One was brought to 
Jesus by a relative ï Andrew invited his brother 
Simon Peter. Another, Nathaniel came in response 
to an invitation from a friend, Philip. Of course 
thatôs the way the church always has been, and 
still grows ï one person inviting another.  
 

Come and see for yourself. 
 

   That really doesnôt require any commitment, just 
curiosity. So you could extend that same invitation 
to your church to some one you know: Come and 
see for yourself. 
   Think about your friends and relatives, co-
workers and neighbors. Do they all go to church? 
Might one of them be receptive to an invitation from 
you? You could invite them to Rodeo Sunday ï it 
will be a lot of fun.   
  We hope and pray that every member will bring at 
least one guest with them to church in February. 
Jesus gave us the mandate: Share the good news.  
Thatôs our mission. 
 

Renewing our commitment to ministry 
 

   Come follow me. Sometime later, thatôs what Je-
sus said to these same prospective disciples. Take 
the next step, and join with the little group that is 
following my way. 
   Those who accept that invitation are disciples ï 
students who learn from Jesus by following His 
teaching ï His example. 
   Many in church start out at the ñCome and seeò 
stage ï observers, friends of Jesus ï but not fully 
committed to living His way. But the Spirit leads us 
to greater commitment, and we become disciples. 
Every member should be a disciple. As we become 
committed to the Lord, He then leads us to service 
ï participation in His ministry.  Jesus does not work 
alone ï but in us and through us Where ever we 
are in our faith journey, we can pause occasionally 
and ask whether Christ is calling us to take the next 
step to renew our commitment to ministry. 
   Our goal for 2012 is to motivate every member of 
our church to be a part of some ministry so that 
they are connected to other members of our fellow-
ship. Ministers: ALL the Members of this Church 
 

New Members Welcomed in December 
 

   Their baptism made them members of Christôs 
church and now they have joined with our commu-
nity within the universal church. 
 

Paul & Eileen Spehr 
Cheryl Brietzke 
 

   They joined our other new members, who had 
been received earlier in the year: Rick & Bridgette 
Yoder, Victoria Jimenez, Dorothy, Katie & Win-
ter Way  With joy we received them into our fellow-
ship of faith. 

LCR 2011 Financial Summary 
By Ellen Nystrom, Treasurer 

 
                                                   Jan - Dec      Jan - Dec  
Summary Totals by Section    Begin       2011    2011           End 
                                       Balance Income Expenses Balance 
Actual Income/Expense Totals     0.00  145,967.36  (150,652.62)   (4,685.26) 
Misc. Income/Expense  Subtotal     0.00    1,339.54    (1,441.49)     (101.95) 
Restricted Inc/Exp  Subtotal  55,628.12   15,935.14   (20,097.20)   51,466.06  
                           55,628.12  163,242.04  (172,191.31)   46,678.85  
 
Reconciled cash-in-bank as of 12/31/11  $46.678.85. If anyone would like a copy of the excel spread-
sheet that includes the details for the numbers above please send a request to cnystrom@satx.rr.com 
or ask me for a copy at church.  
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              In Memoriam 
 

Four of our members and friends passed 
into eternal life in January. 

 
Olive Gallaway 

 
   Pastor Jeffôs 95 year old mother-in-law, Olive 
Gallaway, died on 9 Jan. She had gone into the 
hospital a few days earlier with several, minor 
health problems.  But her condition deteriorated 
(her immune system was very weak) and they rec-
ommended hospice care.  Before her trip to the 
hospital, she had been doing fairly well, and just 
two weeks before her death, went with Marilyn and 
some friends to the movies and then to dinner.   
Her funeral service was at St. John's Lutheran 
Church, in downtown San Antonio, where she had 
been a member since her youth. 
 

Valda Towles 
 

   Valda Ann Brooks was born on April 22, 1934 in 
San Antonio. Valda went to the Lord on January 
15, 2012.  Her sister, Sylvia White, prepared the 
following ñpostò for Valdaôs neighbors at the Villas 
of Leon Valley. Valda went into a comatose state 
on Sunday early morning hours.  She passed away 
last night at 11:40 pm. (January 15)  She was with 
her son Gary, his wife and her daughter Christi. 
Valda and I had become very close when we 
moved into the Villas and lived just down the hall 
from each other.  We seemed to do almost every-
thing together.  I will have a difficult time without 
her.  I am happy that she will be in a better place 
and without her many health issues that she strug-
gled with daily. Thank you everyone for your pray-
ers and concerns.  I know Valda was very touched 
to realize how much her friends cared for her.  She 
will be missed by all of us. 
 

Joseph Morgan 
 

   You probably didnôt know Joe Morgan, but many 
of us know his wife Sandy.  She is here every 
Tuesday morning to help with the Daily Bread Food 
Distribution.  She came with the program when it 
moved here from Horizon Church, and has been 
faithfully volunteering ever since.  Horizonôs pastor, 
Pat DuBois, conducted the service on 19 Jan. 
 

Bob Lopez 
 

   Former member Bob Lopez passed away on 27 

Jan at age 77.  He had been on hospice care for 
months, so his death was not unexpected.  His 
health has been declining for the last eight 
years. His wife Lucy, once the head of our altar 
guild, made funeral arrangements. His grave side 
service was at San Fernando Cemetery # 3 on 27 
Jan. Many of you will remember Bob from several 
years ago, in his wheel chair wearing a cowboy 
hat, cooking sausages and hot dogs on a grill on 
the patio for an informal lunch. 
 

About Valda 
From Sylvia White 

 
   I would like to thank all of our friends at The Lu-
theran Church of the Resurrection for their love 
and support during this heartbreaking event. 
   I canôt put into words the way I feel about Valda,  
I hope everyone understands me when I tell you 
that I am happy that Valda has gone to a better life. 
Free of pain.  We became very close when we  
moved into the Villas.  I watched all the suffering 
that she went through over the years.  
   I know that she is happy now and without pain. 
For some reason, with Godôs help, I am at peace. 
   It will take some getting used to and I will surely 
be lost without Valda.  I think we should all be hap-
py that she has gone home to be with our father  
and a much better life. 
   I want to thank you all for the hard work put into  
preparing  Valdaôs Memorial Service.  I know that 
she would have loved the service so much.  
   Thanks to Pastor Jeff for the wonderful  sermon. 
   I canôt tell you what it has meant to me to have  
the support of our Church family.   
   Love and Good health to all of you in this New 
Year! 
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Evangelism Committee Report 
By Bob Schoonover 

 
   The welcome program describes our outlook for 
meeting and greeting everyone who attends LCR 
worship.   
   "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who 
sent meò Matthew 10:40. This verse is the theme 
for the Evangelism committee.  Our goal is to wel-
come every person into LCR, whether a first timer 
or long timer, in the same way we would welcome 
the Father. 
   "We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal through us." 2 
Corinthians 5:20. The Apostle Paul recognized the 
importance of each individual of the body of Christ 
in ministry.  Each of us at LCR is also an ambassa-
dor for Christ.  We are here to represent Christ to 
all people who join us in worship.  
   "Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me, and who welcomes me, welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me."  Mark 9:37. Like 
the theme verse, Jesus makes his message clear 
that the way we welcome one another should be 
the same way we would welcome the Lord.  Jesus 
reminds us of the importance of the importance of 
children.  Whatever the needs of children are, we 
are called to serve them, for they are the future of 
the church and the next generation of disciples. 
   "...But Esau ran to met his brother Jacob and em-
brace him; he threw his arms around his neck and 
kissed him, And they wept."  Genesis 33:4. We 
have the opportunity to share with all that enter 
God's house that this place is a safe place.  Our 
struggles and conflicts in life are put aside us here 
and here we indeed receive God's forgiveness. 
   "..And if any one will not welcome you or listen to 
your words, shake the dust from your feet as you 
leave that house or town."  Matthew 10:14. Sin and 
brokenness are everywhere.  We must always re-
member that people who through our doors  may  
have the "dust" of life to shake off. A warm greeting 
and a caring spirit maybe what they need. 
   "...for this my son was dead and is alive again; he 
was lost and now is found"  Luke 6:4. 
 
A Story of Faith in Action - A Vision for Peace 

By Dean and Jenny Winters 

   It began one evening in 2003 in a candle-lit room 
in Monrovia, the capital city of Liberia. A young 
woman name Leymah Gbowee gathered a  group 
of 20 women and invited them to share their sto-
ries.  They spoke of husbands and sons murdered, 

sisters and daughters raped, and children dying 
from hunger ï the brutal results of the country's 
civil war that began in 1990. 
   These women had mourned in silence until Ley-
ma urged them to take action in the name of 
peace.  Soon the group of 20 grew to thousands. 
Known as "the women dressed in white," the  
Women of Liberia Mass Action for Peace" 
marched, prayed, picketed in silence and demand-
ed meetings with government and rebel leaders. 
With Leymah at the helm, their non-violent move-
ment helped to successfully end Liberia's 14-year 
old civil war. Leymah admits that she never be-
lieved her efforts would take her where she is to-
day, including winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 
October 2011.  She was simply trying to secure a 
future for her six children.   
   "The one way I see us changing this world is by 
speaking up," Leymah says.  "It's time to say to the 
evils of this world, go back to the shadows, be-
cause the good is taking in the light." The life-long 
member of the Lutheran Church in Liberia has 
been an inspiration to ELCA members since 2004 
and a frequent speaker at ELCA events. 
   Read more about Leymah Gbowee, and other 

stories of faith in action at www.LivingLutheran.org.  

About Lutheran farmers from Iowa who sent tons of 

hay to drought-stricken farmers in Texas; about the 

ELCA's campaign to eradicate malaria; about those    

who have felt the call of the Spirit and responded. 

DIRECTORY CHANGES/CORRECTIONS 
From Margie Christopher 

  
Please update your LCR Directory with the follow-
ing updates: 
 
John & Monica Craig:  
7155 Sidbury Circle, San Antonio, Texas 78250 
  
Ray & Mickey Pena:  
12447 Stillwater Creek, San Antonio, Texas 78254 
  
Bob & Jan Schoonover: Schooney2833@att.net 
  
Bernie & Delores Schurade: 8363 Rim Line Drive 
  
Valda Towles: passed away on Sunday, January 
15, 2012 
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BEST POEM IN THE WORLD  
Provided by Joyce Swartz 

 
 I was shocked, confused, bewildered  
 As I entered Heaven's door,  
 Not by the beauty of it all,  
 Nor the lights or its decor.  
 
 But it was the folks in Heaven  
 Who made me sputter and gasp--  
 The thieves, the liars, the sinners, 
 The alcoholics and the trash.  
 
 There stood the kid from seventh grade  
 Who swiped my lunch money twice.  
 Next to him was my old neighbor  
 Who never said anything nice.  
 
 Bob, who I always thought  
 Was rotting away in hell,  
 Was sitting pretty on cloud nine,  
 Looking incredibly well.  
 
 I nudged Jesus, 'What's the deal?  
 I would love to hear Your take.  
 How'd all these sinners get up here?  
 God must've made a mistake.  
 
 'And why is everyone so quiet,  
 So somber - give me a clue.'  
 'Hush, child,' He said, 
 'they're all in shock.  
 No one thought they'd be seeing you.'  
 
 JUDGE NOT!!  
 Every saint has a PAST...  
 Every sinner has a FUTURE!  
 
Remember...Just going to church doesn't make 
you a Christian any more than standing in your gar-
age makes you a car.  
 

Stewardship Opportunities 
By Kim Brei 

 
   Volunteer Opportunity Job Fair - We will be hold-
ing a job fair every Sunday in February from 10:30 
- 11:00 between Sunday School and Church.  It will 
be an opportunity for you to meet the members re-
sponsible for all the many volunteer committees 
that help keep the church functioning and beautiful.  
You can learn all about what time, talent, and effort 
each job entails and find the one, or ones, best for 
you.  Please join us, and if you head one of these 

committees, send Kim an email if you are looking 
for additional volunteers - akymberli@hotmail.com.  
 
Mowers - From late April until late Sept, the church 
is in need of persons willing and able to assist with 
mowing.  It works best in teams of 3 because there 
are 2 riding mowers and a weed eater. In a normal 
summer, mowing would need to be done every oth-
er week and could take as long as 3 hours.  The 
more teams to sign up, and the less often you have 
to mow.  Contact Bill Craig if you are interested. 
 
Gardeners - The church has 3 flower beds in need 
of periodic weeding.  There are 2 side beds and a 
larger front bed.  In the past, it has worked well to 
have an individual or family adopt a bed of their 
own and weed it when necessary.  If you would like 
to help, contact Laura Craig for more information.  
 
Church Cleaners - We are in dire need of church 
cleaners for after service on Sunday.  It involves 
cleaning the narthex and fellowship hall and putting 
the church back in order for preschool on Monday.  
We also need someone willing to coordinate all the 
cleaners, including Saturday crews.  Contact Bill 
Craig if interested. 
 
First Meeting of the LCR Book Club - Do you love 
to read and need people to discuss with?  Well, I 
do and Iôm suggesting we do it together.  I propose 
beginning on Saturday, March 3rd at 5:00 pm (food 
provided).  We will discuss "Ask, Thank, Tell: Im-
proving Stewardship Ministry in Your Congrega-
tion" by Charles R. Lane.  It's a quick and easy 
read, with lots to discuss.  Come to our first meet-
ing and we can determine if another time or day 
works better.  Contact me with any questions or 
suggestions - akymberli@hotmail.com 
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 LCR Christmas Program  
Presented by the LCR Youth Program 

Photos by Roy and Carol Reeves 
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Project Clean-Up: An Exercise in Renewal 
By Bill Craig 

 
   Weôve started the New Year with an early attack 
of spring cleaning.  All of the portables have suf-
fered from benign neglect over the past few years.  
They had become a dumping ground for things that 
needed to be thrown away but that we couldnôt 
quite part with.  The starting point was a massive 
housecleaning resulting in a huge pile of debris in 
the corner of the parking lot.  John Craig loaded 
over 1000 pounds of cardboard, plastic, and metal 
items onto his trailer and took them to the recycling 
center.  Another 3000 pounds of trash and junk 
made the trip to the landfill (all two tons were load-
ed and unloaded by John Craig!) 
   Portable #1 (Ms. Patôs office) is a work in pro-
gress.  The bath and alcove were cleaned and re-
organized by Laura C.  The lavatory vanity from 
Portable #2 was installed in the bathroom.  The 
shower will be removed to make room for more 
storage and storage shelves will be installed in the 
alcove.  Repairs and re-organization are underway 
for the remainder of the portable. 
   Portable #2 (youth Sunday school) had the bath-
room toilet, lavatory vanity, water, heater, and 
shower removed.  The bath was then converted to 
a shelved storage closet.  A new double basin 
kitchen sink was installed in the alcove so the 
youth group can clean up after their projects.  The 
entire interior and all contents were scrubbed.  
Blinds were installed. New acoustical tiles were 
installed in the ceiling. Thanks to John S., John C., 
Laura Craig, and Ms. Pat! 
   Portable #3 (storage) has been sorted, orga-
nized, tidied, and cleaned by Jerry McCarty and 
John Schwab.  It is now possible to actually open 
the door and walk around in the room. 
   Portable #4 (Youth Center) is a work in progress.  
Missing paneling damaged by wind and water dur-
ing a storm has been replaced.  The interior of the 
northwest half of the building has had the ceiling, 
walls, and trim painted (all work done by John C). 
New blinds have been purchased. 
   The courtyard of Portables #1, #2, & #3 has had 
the landscape timbers removed and the weeds dug 
out (John S., Chris P., and Robert).  All the areas 
under and around the portables, the tractor shed, 
and the air conditioning units has been cleaned 
and reorganized by Laura C. 
   On Saturday January 14 a work day was held to 
clean up the landscape.  John S., Chris P., Robert, 
John C., Jeremy, Jerry Mc., Rick Y., Laura C., 
Christopher, Audrey, and Jonica (and probably 

some others) policed the grounds picking up trash, 
mowed, and trimmed.  All frozen vined were cut 
back from the fence.  The front three flower beds 
were weeded and trimmed.  The rock garden 
around the cross was trimmed and sprayed.  John 
Schwab cut back most of the grass encroaching on 
the parking lot pavement. 
   We have designated 2012 as a year of Renewal 
in our commitment to the church and to Christ.  If 
these accomplishments just in the first month are 
any indicator we will make incredible strides in 
2012.  A hearty thanks to all involved! 
 

Martin Luther & Bowling 
 

   In the third and fourth centuries, especially in 
Germanic areas, it became customary for men to 
disarm themselves before entering into the sanctu-
ary for worship. The bulk of these weapons were 
simple wooden clubs--not elegant, but effective as 
protection against highway bandits and wild ani-
mals. Thus, it became common for the back of the 
church to fill up with wooden clubs during services.  
   Gradually, congregants developed a kind of 
game associated with this practice of leaving these 
signs of animosity and violence behind them. After 
services the men would collect all these clubs, pile 
them together and compete among each other to 
see who could knock down the most clubs as pos-
sible by rolling stones at them. The more clubs 
knocked over, the more sins the individual was be-
lieved to have left behind.  
   Eventually this contest became more intentional 
and more organized, ultimately developing into 
"nine pins"--a bowling game. Knocking down sins 
turned into a much anticipated pastime on Sunday 
afternoons. By the time of the Reformation, bowling 
nine-pins had grown well beyond the church's 
"parking lot" to become a hugely popular betting 
game at taverns and inns. It was Martin Luther's 
favorite sport, and he is often credited with being 
the one to standardize the game of bowling with 
"nine pins." Luther loved the symbolism of Chris-
tians as "holy bowlers," enthusiastically bowling 
over all the sins that kept them from seeking God's 
fullness and fulfillment. 
   When bowling made its way to the United States, 
it quickly lost all of its religious pedigree and be-
came an exercise in gambling. Local and state leg-
islatures took exception to this activity and passed 
all sort of laws outlawing the nine-pin bowling 
sport. But some bright bowler got the idea of re-
placing nine-pin bowling with ten-pin bowling. 
Hence our modern bowling was born. 
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Ladies Night Out 
From Joyce Swartz   

  
   Our February Night Out will be at Mimi's Cafe 
on Feb. 28th. The address is 17315  I-10 W. at 
The Rim Shopping Center.  We will meet at about 
6:30 pm. When we went there in Oct 2010, we 
had a wonderful evening of fellowship, and great 
food at reasonable prices. Check them out online 
for the menu. Bring friends & relatives! Questions 
or suggestions? Call Joyce @ 623-2288. 

March Newsletter Deadline: 
Feb 19 
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