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December 4 — Advent Il —
“On Jordan’s Banks, the Baptist's Cry
Announces that the Lord is Nigh”

Before Jesus began His ministry, John the Baptizer
prepared the way for Him with his preaching. He
called people to repent — to turn again to the Lord-
and be baptized for the forgiveness of their sins.

So on the second Sunday of Advent we'll read the
very beginning of St Mark’s gospel, starting at Mark
1:1. John looks forward to the Christ who will baptize
with the Holy Spirit.

On December 4 after Worship
We’'ll Set Up the Christmas Tree

If you wish, you can help us “reassemble” our tree
and get the decorations out of storage. Then we’ll be
ready to decorate on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Tuesday, December 6 — St. Nicholas Day
Beginning at 6:00 pm - Trimming the Tree &
Decorating the Church

We hope all our children and youth (and their par-
ents) will join us. You're all invited to come and help.
We can use helpers of all ages — the more the merri-
er! We'll have pizza at 7 pm

Wednesday December 7 - Potluck & Prayer
Service and Finish Decorating the Church

We'll share a meal at 6:30 pm, have prayer service
at 7:15 pm, and finish decorating after the service.

December 11 — Advent Il — Rejoice!

We'll reflect on Paul's message in our second les-
son: Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give
thanks in all circumstances... In the gospel, we’'ll
learn more about John the Baptist, who got folks
ready for Jesus.

December 11 After Worship
Congregational Meeting

We’'ll gather to elect officers and council members.
Then we'll receive a copy of the draft 2012 budget,
which we’ll talk more about in January and formally
consider in February at another meeting.

Thursday, December 15 at 7 pm
A Place for Kids Christmas program
December 18 - Advent IV
It's almost Christmas and we’ll here the story of the
angel Gabriel's announcement to Mary that she will
be the mother of the Messiah — to which she replied
“Who me? How can this be?” To help us get in the
mood, we'll listen to the
Sunday Dec 18 During Worship
Children & Youth Christmas Program
“What Child Was This?”

We'll celebrate Advent with our youth program.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24

7:00 pm

+

Sunday, December 25

11:00 am

)
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j LCR October 2011 Finances
By Ellen Nystrom, Treasurer

BUDGETED
Income $15,266.99
Expenses 11,897.71

MISC/RESTRICTED
Income $469.14
Expenses (689.05)

Reconciled cash-in-bank as of 10/31/11
$36.954.68

If anyone would like to see a copy of the excel
spreadsheet that includes the details summarized
above please send to me an email request at
cnystrom@satx.rr.com or ask me and I'll be glad to
provide you a copy at church.

Council Elections December 11
Which Positions are vacant?

There are five vacant positions on the Council, for
a two-year term:

President

Vice President (one year term)
Fellowship

Worship & Music

Youth & Education

Your Nomination Committee Chairperson is
Dean Winter, and committee members are Kathy
Schwab, Monica Craig and Andy Brei. If you would
like to serve, or to suggest someone to serve,
please talk to any of the committee members.

Poinsettias to Decorate the
Church for Christmas

Thanks to your generosity, each year there are
dozens of poinsettias adoring the front of the sanc-
tuary — some around the Christmas tree and others
at the altar. Naturally, we’d like to do it again this
year. If you would like to offer a poinsettia plant in
memory of or in honor of a loved one — or simply as
a thank you offering — use the order form in the
Sunday bulletin. The cost is $10 a plant and of
course you may take your poinsettia home after
service at the end of the Christmas season on Jan-
uary 8, 2012.

Reception of New Members

On October 30" we welcomed into the fellowship
of our congregation
Victoria Jimenez
Bridgett and Rick Yoder
Dorothy Way and her daughters Katrianna
and Winter who transferred their member-
ship from Word of Life Lutheran Church in
Surprise, Arizona
With joy and thanksgiving we welcome these
brothers and sisters into our church — and look for-
ward to their involvement in our ministry together.

Two Different Christmas Services:
December 24 & 25

You've all experienced the traditional Christmas
Eve service. The gospel tells of angels and shep-
herds, Mary and Joseph, and the infant Jesus in
the manger. We sing carols like “Away in the Man-
ger” and “Silent Night”.

But did you know that there is another, differ-
ent, traditional Christmas service? The service
for Christmas morning shifts the focus to the mean-
ing of Christ’s birth. So there is an entirely different
set of lessons. Using John's gospel and one of
Paul's letters, we reflect on the meaning of the in-
carnation: the idea that God became human in Je-
sus. While Christmas Eve is a beautiful and mov-
ing service, Christmas Day invites you to “wonder”
— to think about the mystery. What does it say
about human beings — about you — that God decid-
ed to become just like us in every respect except
sin. And what does it teach us about God, that He
would stoop so low.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made
flesh, you have opened the eyes of faith to a

holding the God made visible, we shall be

drawn to love the God whom we can not see.
Since Christmas falls on a Sunday this year, you're
invited to experience both of the traditional Christ-
mas services — the beauty of the Eve and the won-
der of the Christmas Day.

.%
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The Holiday - Holy Day - Season
From Pastor Jeff

In the church, the Holiday Season has two parts
— Advent, the season of preparation — and Christ-
mas the season of celebration. The preparation
lasts for four Sundays before Christmas. Then our
celebration goes from Christmas Eve through the
“Epiphany”, the festival of the Three Kings, thus
continuing for three Sundays. To hear the whole
story and sing all the carols, you have to come to
all the services.

% %" #

Pot Luck/Prayer
By Bob Schoonover

Wednesday, November 9th marked our eighth
Pot-luck/Prayer Service and it had our largest at-
tendance with over fifty people. Our average at-
tendance has been around 28. The service ap-
pears to be meeting the needs of a number of
members of our congregation.

Each service has been designed around a differ-
ent theme with members taking part in different ar-
eas from reading the scripture, the psalms, to be-
ing a litany leader. There is a time at the end of
each service where anyone can offer a pray, and
the response has been very gratifying.

Our last Pot-Luck/Prayer service of this year will
be held on Wed, 7 Dec where we will "Remember
Pearl Harbor" and complete the decorating of the
church. Pot-luck will begin at 6:30pm with prayer

service beginning at 7:15pm.

Our first Pot-luck/Prayer Service of the New Year
will be on 11 Jan, 6:30pm. Why not make these
services a part of your spiritual journey in 20127

A special "Thank You" to all who wrote notes to
our veterans. The response was over whelming
with over 250 cards received and given to the Vet-
erans Hospital in Kerrville.

We would like to do the same thing for Christ-
mas. We will be collecting cards on Sunday, 11
and 18 Dec to deliver to the Veterans Hospital on
Tues, 20 Dec. The men at the hospital indicated
they enjoy homemade cards with personal notes
and prayers more than the commercial ones.

A Prayer for Christmas Morning
by Robert Louis Stevenson

The day of joy returns, Father in Heaven, and
crowns another year with peace and good will.
Help us rightly to remember the birth of Jesus, that
we may share in the song of the angels, the glad-
ness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise
men.

Close the doors of hate and open the doors of
love all over the world?

Let kindness come with every gift and good de-
sires with every greeting.

Deliver us from evil, by the blessing that Christ
brings, and teach us to be merry with clean hearts.

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be
thy children,

And the Christmas evening bring us to our bed
with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for
Jesus’ sake. Amen

New Photo Directory Is Coming Soon!!

Margie Christopher has begun work on up-dating
our member directory. But she needs your help!
She’ll be available before and after worship to

Celebrate the Birth of Christ
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LCR Youth Spaghetti Dinner Fund Raiser Oct 30

The LCR Youth spaghetti dinner was Sunday Oct 30. It was a lot of fun, and our young
members enjoyed the experience as much as the adults. The entire congregation can be
extremely proud of these young people. We're told that they received a sizeable donation
towards their mission trip next summer.
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Reason For the Season
Provided by Sylvia White

Christmas used to mean a lot, it was a solemn day.
Baby Jesus in a manger, born upon the hay.

The donkey and the wise men, a star up in the sky,
all turned into ornaments, it makes me want to cry.

Somehow we've forgotten Him and some take pains to say
it's just another day off work, just a “holiday.”

The greatest gift we ever got was Jesus Christ, our Lord.
But we buy up junk to give away, more ‘stuff’ we can't afford.

We shop and shop and shop some more, ‘til the shelves are bare.
We toss about our credit cards like we no longer care.

Someone should remind us He was born on Christmas day.
How He came to Earth to live like us, to teach a different way.

A nobler gift that we could give would be the gift of life,
To look our neighbors in the eye and pardon all our strife.

Oh what a world that this would be if Jesus had His way.
We'd all be living peacefully prepared for judgment day.

The 25th’s a day for Him, it wasn’t meant for you.
It's not about receiving, it's about the things we do.

Things we do to honor Him, things done with no shame.
Things we do for those in need, when we don’t know their name.

So when you hang your stockings, and you light your candle’s wick,
and when you tell your children, old time stories of St. Nick.

Spare a word for Jesus, the baby on the hay.
Tell your kids about the Star or His gift might slip away.

For if we ever see a day, when things make sense again,
It sure won't be the toys we got, that makes us better friends.

Merry Christmas to you all, enjoy this time of year!
Fill your hearts with happiness and always spread good cheer.

Make the world a better place, by example and by deed.
Love each other endlessly, and care for those in need.

That's the way He’'d have it done, The chance it's not are slim.
Since we know that day is His birthday, Shouldn’t we give a gift to Him?

The gift he seeks comes from the heart, without a string attached.
Free Will spreading Hope and Love, These gifts cannot be matched.

He gave his life upon the cross, our sins He took away.
That's the reason for the season, no matter what they say.

LCR Newsletter Dec 2011 Page 5
Celebrate the Birth of Christ



LCR 2011 Leadership

President

Bernie Schurade
Vice President

Jerry McCarty
Secretary

Mark Laneman
Treasurer

Ellen Nystrom
Evangelism

John Schwab
Fellowship

Carol Reaves
Property

Bill Craig
Stewardship

Kim Brei
Worship and Music

John Craig
Education & Youth

Vacant

Ladies Night Out

There will be no 'night out' in December. We will
resume on 24 Jan Simi's India Cuisine! It is locat-
ed at 4535 Fredericksburg Rd, in a small strip
mall across from Wonderland Mall. We will meet
at 6:30 as usual, and hope to have as enjoyable
an evening as we had the last time we went there
3 years ago. Please bring friends and join us!
Questions? Suggestions? Call Joyce @ 623-2288

Christmas Dinner
a Prayer by Martin Luther

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for Thee.

My heart for very joy doth leap,
My lips no more can silence keep,
| too must sing, with joyful tongue,

Dec Birthdays Anniversaries
1 Patricia Jenkins 1
6 Tony Teschendorf 6
Timothy Rohloff, Jr.
7 Chris Stockwell 7
Arnor Baldvinsson
8 Christopher 8
Ramsower
9 Laura Hood 9
13 13 Roy & Carol
Reaves
14 | Emily McMaughan 14
Ron & Carol
19 19 Ronnfeldt
20 | Manuela Martinez 20
21 | Adam Tanner
Hannah
23 Arulanandam 23
24
26 | Roy Reaves 26
28 | Suanne Oliver 28
29 29 Bob_& Dorris
Curtis
30 30

That sweetest ancient song,

Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto man His Son hath given

While angels sing with pious mirth.

A glad new year to all the earth!

No Newsletter for Jan 2012

Feb Newsletter Deadline:
Jan 22

Suanne Oliver
Newsletter Editor
sko@satx.rr.com
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Worship Assistant Schedule

December 4 - January 1

Help Wanted: We need volunteers to clean the church after worship on the first and second Sundays
of even numbered months (e.g. December) and also to clean on the fourth Saturday of the month.
If you would like more details on the job, please speak to either Bill Craig or Pastor Jeff

Sunday Saturda
: y
Date Ushers Greeters Altar Guild Church Church Cleaner
Cleaner
st 1st Sat. 12/3
Dec. 4 Roy Ronnfeldt Joyce Swartz | Judy _Schroeder 1> Sunday Bob
John Schwab Janie Saenz
Schoonover
nd 2nd Sat 12/10
Dec. 11 Kag‘ghf‘vig hn The Nystroms Jenny Winter 2 Sunday Carrie
Buckingham
Dec. 18 Jar':/leaﬁsggze Mary Tate Sonia Guerrero 34 Sun day 3rd Sat 12/17
' Martinez Robin Attard Joyce Swartz The Schurades
Dec. 24 — Bob & Jan Joyce Swartz Jenny Winter
7:00 pm Schoonover John Schwab Joyce Swartz
Dec. 25 Bill & Laura Bob & Jan Diane & Juanita 4% Sunda 4th Sat 12/24
' Craig Schoonover Talamantes y Monica Craig
Jim & Suanne Janie Saenz st 5" Sat 12/31
Jan. 1 Oliver The Bakers Judy Schroeder 17 Sunday Youth
Date Deacon Lector Com.mumon
Assistants
December 4 Mark Laneman Lindsay Krauland Dea}n W'T“er
Kim Brie

Mark Laneman

December 25

Mark Laneman

Bill Grace

Pecember 11 John Craig Joyce Swartz Karen Woodruff
December 18 Eileen Spehr Jim Baker .EIIen Nystrom
Lindsay Krauland
December 24 Dean Winter Jenny Winter Bill Grace
Kim Brie
Dean Winter

Karen Woodruff

January 1

Bob Schoonover

Robin Attard

Mark Laneman
Ellen Nystrom

OR call the church office and leave a message.
Thank you.
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