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Commemoration of the 
Faithful Departed, Nov 6 
All Saints Sunday 

 
   In prayer and song we remember those who have 
gone before us in the faith ï both well known saints 
and those whose faith was known only to God.  In 
the Bible all baptized church members are called 
ñsaintsò with a small ñsò, because they are in the pro-
cess of being ñsanctifiedô ï made holy by the Holy 
Spirit. As Martin Luther said, in this life, we remain 
both saint and sinner, human and godly. We will cel-
ebrate All Saints Sunday with joyful hymns, including 
ñFor All the Saintsò and ñWhen the Saints Go March-
ing Inò. And in prayer, weôll remember with thanksgiv-
ing our departed loved one. 
 

Nov 9 Pot Luck and Prayer 
 
   Join us on the second Wednesday for a pot-luck 
supper at 6:30 pm and/or prayer service at 7:15 pm. 
 

Nov 13 Veterans Day Brunch 
After the Service 

 
   The final Fellowship Event for this year will be our 
Veteransô Recognition on November 13 following 
worship.  As in the past we will have a breakfast-
brunch type meal, but will rely more on potluck than 
previously and ask for an assortment of items appro-
priate items.  The sign-up board will be in the Nar-
thex beginning Oct 23 and remain there until Nov 13. 
 

Nov 20 Christ the King Sunday 
 
   Itôs the church festival that ends our cycle of read-
ings from the Gospel of Matthew. In the creed we 
confess that Christ will come again to judge the living 

and the dead. What standard will he use and what 
might he ask? The gospel reading on Nov 20th will 
give you a peak at the final exam. No, he wonôt ask 
you to name the books of the bible, or even ask you 
something about church doctrine. Rather itôs about 
how you followed Christôs teaching in your daily life. 
Which teaching? Come on Christ the King Sunday to 
find out so youôll be ready for your final exam. 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wed Nov 23, 7:15 pm 

 
   Itôs time to pause and count your blessings. Come 
to this service simply to thank God for your bless-
ings, for our blessings as a church, and for our bless-
ings as a nation. After all, thatôs why it is a national 
holiday. Everyone should reflect on the goodness of 
God sometimes. This service is a little different, with 
some special features appropriate to the theme of 
thanksgiving. Itôs also a little shorter, so we can gath-
er afterwards in fellowship hall for pie. Details (on the 
pies) will be in the bulletin. 
 

Nov 27 First Sunday in Advent 
 
   In ñchurch-speakò, the weeks before Christmas are 
the Season of Advent which means ñappearingò and 
can refer to Jesus Christôs first advent ï His appear-
ance as the babe of Bethlehem at the first Christmas. 
But weôll actually get ready for Christmas by first 
looking at Jesusô promise to come again at the end. 
   He who once came as a humble baby will return in 
glory. On the first Sunday of Advent we also begin a 
new church year, and a new cycle of readings for our 
lessons. For the following twelve months most of our 
gospel lessons will come from Mark. But since this is 
the shortest gospel, weôll also have a lot of readings 
from John. 
 

Dec 11 - Advent II Congregational Meeting 
Elections & Budget Presentation 

 
   This is one of our two annual meetings. Weôll fill the 
vacancies on the church council. Weôll also receive 
the proposed budget, so we can ponder it and review 
it before formal consideration at our second annual 
meeting early in 2012. 
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LCR Finances Sept 2011 
By Ellen Nystrom, Treasurer 

 
BUDGETED 
Income       $8,344.69 
Expenses     15,293.19   
 
MISC/RESTRICTED 
Income       $202.04 
Expenses         (189.06) 
 
Reconciled cash-in-bank as of 09/30/11  
$33,805.31 
 
   If anyone would like a copy of the excel spread-
sheet that includes the details for the numbers 
above send a request to cnystrom@satx.rr.com or 
ask me for a copy at church.   
 

Church Council Nominations 
From Pastor Jeff 

 
   Your Nomination Committee Chairperson is Dean 
Winter, and committee members are Kathy 
Schwab, Monica Craig and Andy Brei. If you might 
be interested in working on the Church Council, or 
you would like to suggest someone, please talk to 
any of the current committee members. 
Are you interested in serving on the Church 
Council? 
Weôre seeking a few good servants of the Lord to 
represent the following areas on the Council, for a 
two-year term: 
President 
Vice President 
Fellowship 
Worship & Music 
Youth & Education 
It is the responsibility of the Nominating Committee 
to present a slate of nominees to run for election at 
the Special Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 
December 11, following the service.  
 

Fellowship Report 
From Carol Reaves 

 
   The final Fellowship Event for this year will be our 
Veteransô Recognition on November 13 following 
worship.  As in the past we will have a breakfast-
brunch type meal, but will rely more on potluck than 
previously and ask for an assortment of items ap-
propriate items.  The sign-up board will be in the 
Narthex beginning October 23 and remain there 
each Sunday until November 13. 

   Now I would like to say a few words about my 
tenure as Chair of the Fellowship Ministry.  I have 
watched it grow into a Committee of two to another 
of seven to another of one with one or two or three 
helpers changing with every event. We went from 
serving meals of approximately 90 to 100 to as few 
as 45.  Sometimes there was so much food we all 
stuffed ourselves, and sometimes we felt like Jesus 
with a few loaves of bread.  On our 25th anniversary 
celebration we fed 170 with our synod Bishop in 
attendance.  For that one I cooked all of the spa-
ghetti sauce, froze it in zipper type bags, and when 
it had not thawed out by the morning of the event, 
had to put the bags in our bathtub full of water to 
thaw.  (I can vouch for its cleanliness).  What a 
challenge the six years I served (with a break in 
between for health reasons).  But it has been re-
warding spiritually and socially.  My heartfelt thanks 
to the congregation, as well as visitors who helped 
provide food, cleanup, and loyalty. 
   Even though I will no longer chair this ministry I 
will stay somewhat involved.  I will continue to keep 
the coffee bar supplied.  I want to make it my per-
sonal project to recycle the colored table covers for 
future events.  Rather than have them go into the 
trash, I will ensure they are neatly folded and clean.  
It has always been a desire to compile a recipe 
book, so next year I will have time to devote to that 
project.  Donôt be surprised if you hear me pleading 
for certain types of recipes.  God bless you all. 
 

The Reason for God 
New Adult Class Starting Nov 6 

From Dean Winter 
 
   Have you read C.S. Lewis? Well, okay, maybe a 
long time ago.  In the mid-20th century he was fa-
mous for bringing the Christian message to life in a 
contemporary, and often confusing, world.  Timothy 
Keller does the same for us today ï he brings to-
gether faith and intellect, theology and popular cul-
ture, historic Christian beliefs and modern-day ob-
jections.  Keller's new book, The Reason for God is 
available on DVD and as a study guide that the 
adult class will use beginning Nov 6.  In this series 
we will wrestle with questions and objections, as 
Christians, that our friends and neighbors ask and 
raise about our faith today.  In the process we will 
very likely address some of our own questions 
about our faith that will lead to a deeper under-
standing of our beliefs and how we can live our 
lives as Christians in a world that objects to and 
often scorns Christian values.  Come join us begin-
ning on Sunday, Nov 6 at 9:30am. 
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Nobel Peace Prize Awarded to  
Lutheran African Peace Activist 

From Pastor Jeff 
 

Leymah Roberta Gbowee, a 
Lutheran Liberian peace ac-
tivist, has been awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize. The an-
nouncement came Oct. 7 
from Oslo, Norway. Gbowee, 

a member of the Lutheran Church in Liberia, is re-
sponsible for organizing a non-violent women's 
movement that brought an end to a 14-year civil 
war in Liberia. 
     Gbowee was awarded a scholarship from the 
International Leadership Development Program of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) in 2006-2007 to support her study in peace 
building at Eastern Mennonite University in Harri-
sonburg, Va. 
     The ELCA and the Lutheran Church in Liberia 
are members of The Lutheran World Federation -- 
a global communion of 140 member churches in 79 
countries, representing more than 70 million Chris-
tians worldwide.  
      The Liberian women's movement led to the 
ousting of ex-President Charles Taylor and to the 
election of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as president of 
Liberia -- the first African nation with a female pres-
ident. President Sirleaf also has been awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize. 
 

YOU ARE CALLED 
Provided by Bob Schoonover 

 
   You are called, I am called, God calls us all.  
God's call is like a telephone that rings all the time, 
while we being human as we are, often say "Father 
I'd rather do it myself."  But God is saying "Give up 
your agenda and take on mine. 
   Like the disciples, we too are called.  That phone 
rings all the time.  And I'll tell you a truth of my life, 
and I believe it is true for you, too.  I have been 
called by God many times to pick up that phone.  
And I have to KEEP picking it up time and time 
again to stay on the path.  We listen and follow and 
then we get comfortable and figure we are doing 
the right thing for the right reasons, and we relax.  
But the truth is that we must wrestle evil spirits in 
order to live at peace with God and our neighbors. 
   Because we are human and because we too are 
subject to a few evil spirits, we find ourselves off 
the path and in need of another phone call. 

   Even when things are going well, there is, in be-
ing human a sense of angst.  Angst from the Ger-
man, meaning to be a little uncomfortable in our 
earthly skin.  To be human is to long for the author-
ity of someone or something to follow, to believe 
us, to give power and strength to our trust in the 
meaning and purpose of our life.  There are many 
golden idols and false prophets that may lure us for 
a time, but answering that phone, again and again, 
puts us in direct contact with the one all loving God 
who can do that, who can give meaning and pur-
pose to our lives. 
  Listen is your phone ringing?  Is God calling you? 
 

The óTheistô 
Provided by John Craig 

 
   The 'Theist' is firmly persuaded in the existence 
of a Supreme Being equally good and powerful, 
who has formed all extended, vegetating, sentient, 
and reflecting existences, who perpetuates their 
species, who punishes crime without cruelty, and 
rewards virtuous actions with kindness. The 'Theist' 
does not know how God punishes, how He re-
wards, how He pardons; for he is not presumptu-
ous enough to flatter himself that he understands 
how God acts, but he knows that God does act, 
and that He is just. The difficulties opposed to a 
providence do not stagger him in his faith, because 
they are only difficulties not proofs. 
   United in this principle with the rest of the uni-
verse, he does not embrace any of the sects, who 
all contradict themselves; his religion is the most 
ancient and the most extended; for the simple ado-
ration of God has preceded all the systems in the 
world. He speaks a language that all the nations of 
the world understand, while they are unable to un-
derstand each other's. He believes that religion 
consists  neither in the opinions of incomprehensi-
ble metaphysics, nor in vain decorations, but in ad-
oration and justice.  
   To do good - that is his worship; to submit one-
self to God - that is his doctrine.  
 
A Small Bit of Humor: Are you living in pov-
erty? In a cartoon, a pastor is shown giving a 
member a basket full of food, saying, ñHere, Iôm 
giving food baskets to members who earn below 
the poverty line.ò  The member is insulted and 
asks, ñWhat makes you think my salary is that 
small.ò The pastor responds, ñI took your annual 
giving to the church ï your tithe - and multiplied it 
by 10 ï and decided you must be in poverty.ò 
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LCR Block Party - A Tremendous Success 

Photos by Roy and Carol Reaves 

 

   The LCR block party was held on Sat, Oct 22. We invited our neighbors from the nearby apartment com-
plexes and neighborhoods to join us for an informal meal (hot dogs and chips) ï with music ï and activi-
ties for the children, snow cones, popcorné.even a bouncy house!  The response from our neighbors and 
congregation was just tremendous.  Everyone enjoyed a lot of fun and a lot of fellowship. 


